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VosViewer package 

• VOS stands for the visualization of similarities

• Provides a means of identifying similarities and differences in data by 
placing closely connected items together on a two-dimensional image 
with non-related items being placed at a distance from one another. 









Bibliographic Information of Publications Relating to the Influence of Regulation on Nursing CPD From 
2009 to 2019 (n = 30)
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Four Clusters from Title and Abstract

1. Continuing competence framework and clinical practice;

2. Regulation, CPD, and public health; 

3. Professional development programming for patient care; and

4. Nursing education



Interpretation

• Regulators have not provided a strong voice relating to the rationale 
for the inclusion of CPD into their professional practice framework, 
and how this benefits the nurse and those they care for. 
• Regulators directed specific CPD to make an impact on 

patient/population outcomes, for particular public health issues such 
as human immunodeficiency virus. 
• Regulators’ continuing competence frameworks is not strongly 

associated with the nurses’ role in national healthcare priorities and 
their changing scope of practice to address future health care needs.
• Request for regulators to have a role in assessing/monitoring the 

quality of postgraduate programs.



Limitations

• Did not capture grey literature
• Only published in English 
• Provided an overview only of the featured publications.
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