
Nurse Licensure Compact

!"#$%&'



Understanding 
Primary State of 
Residence

June 15, 2021



nursecompact@ncsbn.org 

About Us  

Jim Puente, MS, MJ, CAE 
Director 
Nurse Licensure Compact 

Maggie Bieniek
Associate
Nurse Licensure Compact  



Which States are Part of the NLC? 

36 States have enacted 
the NLC 



• Multistate License or Compact License: one license 
issued in the home state valid for practice in all NLC 
states.

• Party State: any NLC state
• Single State License: valid only in state of issuance.
• Home State: the primary state of residence
• Remote States: NLC states other than the home state 
• PSOR: Primary State of Residence
• PTP: Privilege to Practice. The authority for a multistate 

license holder to practice in other NLC states. 

Terminology



Primary State of Residence is Key!



How is PSOR Defined?  

v Residency does NOT pertain to home or property ownership. 

v There can only be ONE PSOR. 
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Rules Related to Changing PSOR



Can I Apply Before Moving?

Yes!

Article IV
c. If a nurse changes primary state of residence by moving between two 
party states, the nurse must apply for licensure in the new home state, 
and the multistate license issued by the prior home state will be 
deactivated in accordance with applicable rules adopted by the 
Commission.

1. The nurse may apply for licensure in advance of a change in 
primary state of residence.



Rule 402  APPLICANT RESPONSIBILITIES

402. (1) On all application forms for multistate licensure in a 
party state, an applicant shall declare a primary state of 
residence.



Declaration of PSOR Form (Sample)
!"#$%"&'()%)*'+,'"*(#-*./*'means the state of a person’s declared fixed permanent and principal home for legal purposes; 
domicile.

!" I am declaring STATE as my Primary State of Residence #$%&'()*#+$&,%-#./%./,%+0'1,%23#(+34%5.+.,%'6%7,8#9,$&,%9,6#$#.#'$"

:" I am declaring a Non-Compact State as my primary state/territory of residency"%;4%)3#(+34%8.+.,%'6%3,8#9,$&,%#8%+%8.+.,%$'.%
)+3.#&#)+.#$<%#$%./,%=>38,%?#&,$8>3,%@'()+&."%A5,,%./,%*#8.%'6%='$B@'()+&.%8.+.,8C"%D%9,&*+3,%./+.%./,%8,*,&.#'$%0,*'-%#8%(4%)3#(+34%8.+.,%'6%
3,8#9,$&,%+$9%8,31,8%+8%(4%),3(+$,$.%+$9%)3#$&#)+*%/'(,%6'3%*,<+*%)>3)'8,8"%AE/#8%').#'$%8/'>*9%+*8'%0,%>8,9%04%+))*#&+$.8%-/'8, )3#(+34%
)*+&,%'6%*,<+*%3,8#9,$&4%#8%#$%+$'./,3%&'>$.34F.,33#.'34F)3'1#$&,C"

G" I am currently a resident of another Compact State. I am in the process of moving to STATE +$9%D%-'>*9%*#H,%.'%0,<#$%./,%
+))*#&+.#'$%)3'&,88%6'3%'0.+#$#$<%+%(>*.#B8.+.,%*#&,$8,%#$%STATE"%D%>$9,38.+$9%./+.%D%&+$$'.%0,%#88>,9%+%(>*.#8.+.,%*#&,$8,%>$.#*%D%&'()*,.,%./,%
('1,%+$9%8>08,I>,$.*4%9,&*+3,%STATE +8%(4%)3#(+34%8.+.,%'6%3,8#9,$&,%04%9,&*+3#$<%+%$,-%)3#(+34%8.+.,%'6%3,8#9,$&,%#$%./,%=>38,%2'3.+*%
9+8/0'+39"
D%6>3./,3%>$9,38.+$9%./+.%D%(+4%0,%3,I>,8.,9%.'%)3'1#9,%9'&>(,$.8%-/#&/%8,31,%+8%)3''6%'6%*,<+*%3,8#9,$&4%#$%STATEJ%0,6'3,%+%*#&,$8,%-#**%0,%
#88>,9"
D6%D%/'*9%+$%+&.#1,%>$3,8.3#&.,9%(>*.#8.+.,%*#&,$8,%#$%./,%&'()+&.%8.+.,%-/,3,%D%&>33,$.*4%3,8#9,J%D%>$9,38.+$9%./+.%D%(+4%)3+&.#&,%#$%5EKELJ%
>$.#*%+%*#&,$8,%#8%#88>,9%#$%STATE.
M"



Rule 402  APPLICANT RESPONSIBILITIES

(2) A nurse who changes primary state of residence to 
another party state shall apply
for a license in the new party state when the nurse declares 
to be a resident of the state
and obtains privileges not ordinarily extended to 
nonresidents of the state, including but
not limited to, those listed in 402 (4) (a) – (e).



Rule 403. CHANGE IN PRIMARY STATE OF RESIDENCE

(1) A nurse who changes his or her primary state of 
residence from one party state to another party state 
may continue to practice under the existing multistate 
license while the nurse’s application is processed and a 
multistate license is issued in the new primary state of 
residence.

(2) Upon issuance of a new multistate license, the former
primary state of residence shall deactivate its multistate 
license held by the nurse and provide notice to the nurse. 



How Can Employers Ensure Nurses Hired 
from NLC States are Appropriately Licensed?

• Check the license status on www.nursys.com using the Quick Confirm feature.

• Determine if the nurse is changing the PSOR or not? Is the nurse moving and  
becoming a resident of your state (or perhaps of an adjacent state, if the job is near 
state lines)? Is the nurse only in your state temporarily and then returning home?

• The nurse changing PSOR must apply for license by endorsement upon moving. 

• The nurse not changing PSOR will practice in your state under her existing multistate 
license. I.e., The nurse’s intent is to return to her home state /PSOR. 

• Employers often implement a policy by which nurses who need to apply for 
license by endorsement, do so and provide proof within X number of days, 
e.g., 10 days.

http://www.nursys.com/
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NURSYS.COM 



/nlc-toolkit.htm
http://www.nlc.gov/

